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Te EAAoypwtatw Kabnynti kueiw Anpnteio Méoxw, Ieoédow tod Tpiua-
106 BeoAoyiag g BeoAoykng LxoAns tob EOvikod kai Kanodiotouakod Iavern-
omnuiov ABNvov, Tékve Tig Nudv Metgdmrog év Kupiw ayanntd, xaow kai eipn-
vnVv nagd O«ov. |

Mert’ iduoutéoag xapag amevdvvopev oV dikatov Emaivov g Njuwv MeToio-
TNT0g TEOG 10 Tunua OeoAoyiag Tov 'EOvikod kai Kamodiotoiakov Iavemiotnpiov
AOnvav dk v BeopoBétow tg «Emoiag AudAeEng MnrtoomoAitn Iegyapov
Twavvn ZnliovAa», medg TNV TG MVIUNG kal TG TEOOEPOEAG TOU HAKAQLOTOU
peyaAov OeoAdyov kai Akadnpaiiov, kai eig Evdei&v 100 ouvdéopov tob Turpatog
Dp@v petd tov Oticovpevikob Iatouapxeiov, péAog g Tegagying Tod Omoiov VM-
Eev 6 deipvnotog adeApog and Tob Etovg 1986.

H nowropovAia atitn éx@oalet t6 mvebua tig OeoAoyiag tod MrntgonoAitov
ITegyapov, aAAa kai trjv €motnpoviknv tavtdtTa o0 kb’ vpag Turpatog coAo-
viag, tov mpoocavatoAilousdv dnAovott mEdg piav «duAeyopévnv BeoAoyiavs, pé v
dImANV ava@oav eig v aAnBewxv g INagaddoews g VpBodotiag kai eig Tdg
VraQlakds avaykag kai tag Lwtikag avalntioels 100 EKATTOTE TUYXQOVOL AVv-
Bowmov.

O ITegyapov Twavvng é0ewpetl v BeoAoyiav wg «trjv dvapw e ExkAn-
olag vnéQ macav AAANV dmMAwpaTikiv 1] olkovopurv ioxVv». Eniotevev 8t amnod
avtiv éagratal 1| mopela g Oixovpevikig Kivrjoewg &’ 6oov povov emi
Oeodoyng Baoews duvavtat va iabodv ai daondoeig g Xowtiavoovvng. O
HaKAQLOTOG BLETUTIWOEV EUTMIVEVOUEVAS TIQOTACELG Dk TV 0QYAVwoty TV BeoAo-
YV oTovdv kai diekrjouTtev Eupatics 6tL 1) avolkToouvn aneAgvBegvel v
BeoAoyiav amd v OpoAoylaknv gtevotna.

O aeipvnortog adeA@ds ouvéPaie peydAws eig v mEdodov 100 OeoAoyikoD
dxAdyov petadd g OpBodogou kai ti)g PwpaiokaboAwns ExkAnoiag we Zuuno-
£dog TG oxetikig Emitgonis kai dd g «eLXAQLOTIAKNG EKKANGLOAOYIOG» TOV, 1)
omoin amoteAel TV BBAIKADG, TATEQUKWS Kl CLUOTNHATIGWG TEDEUEAIWUEVNV APE-
moeiav duk v 0001V katavénow trg ovvodikdtnrog kat Thg kaboAikdtnTog Mg
ExxAnoiag xai v meooéyytow tob Oépatog tov INpwrteiov.

‘Ev 1@ mvevpatt toutw, éx@Aalopev TV XaQA&v Npwv did v TEOCKATOLY
épétog 100 ‘OoioAoyiwtartov [Toutavews Tod Iovtipuod INNavemiotpiov Angelicum
7t. Thomas Joseph White, 6 6motog 8& OpArion) el TG «Lx oK OVTIOAOYinG» £V
™) Xowtaviki) BeoAoyia, év avagopa mEds tov Aktvatnv OQwuav kai Tag ox€oes
PwpaokaboAikwv kai OgBoddEwv. Eipeba BéBaot 6t 6 ékAektdg elomyntrig, O
omotog 1jon eig Té éoyov tov dxAéyetal kQutikig pé tag Béoeig tov Ilegydpuov,
éotialwv eig v BeoAoyiav tig oxéoews kai td Bépa tig EAevBepiag, O& avadeiln
pet éuPoBeiog v oxetkriv ddaokaAiav 100 AKIVATOU &AVa@OQIKWG TROG TNV
ontikiiv To0 MntpomnoAitov ITegyapov, 1| dmoia ovvopiletat eig Tv QALY «6 Oedg
elvar évag, aAAG dév elvar povog.. 1) évomra Tov omeiletal otv AdLAQENKTN



ayammur] oxéon ot éxouvv ta toin ITodowna peta&d Toug ... 6 Oeds pag elvat Oeds
oxéoewv»,

Eni 8¢ tovtolg, xauwgetiCopev v 0Qyavwowv ThG deutéQag katd CEQAv
etnoiog daAégews eig pvrunV o0 pakaQotod MnrtgomoAitov Iegyapov Twdvvov,
Kataotépovteg dé Tovg UTTEVOVVOUS KAl TTAVTAG TOVG CUHHETEXOVTAS KAl CUUTIVED-
natilopévoug, dia thg Iatouagyikic MUV evAoyiag, dedueba éx Pavagiov Snwg
XQ1otd6 6 aANB1vis Oedg M@V, neeoPeiais oL Ryannuévou uabntot Avtod Twav-
Vou 10U B®e0AGY0U, TIROOTATOV Kai TATQWVOG TOD AELUVI|OTOL AdeAPOD, XaQilnTal
TIATLV VULV Td ovQdvia dwerjpata AUToD.

Bxe’ Magtiov 1’



To the Most Distinguished Professor Dr. Dimitrios Moschos, President of the
Department of Theology, Faculty of Theology, National and Kapodistrian University
of Athens, Our Modesty's beloved child in the Lord, grace and peace from God be unto
you.

With great joy, we extend the rightly deserved praise of Our Modesty to the
Department of Theology of the National and Kapodistrian University of Athens for the
establishment of the “Metropolitan of Pergamon John Zizioulas Annual Lecture,” in
honour of the memory and contribution of the late eminent theologian and member of
the Academy of Athens. This initiative also signifies the Department’s connection with
the Ecumenical Patriarchate, of which Our departed brother was a member of Her
Hierarchy since 1986.

This initiative reflects both the spirit of Metropolitan John of Pergamon’s
theology as well as the scientific identity of your Department of Theology, which is
oriented towards a “dialogical theology” that maintains a double reference to the truth
of Orthodox Tradition and to the existential needs and vital quests of contemporary
humanity.

Metropolitan John of Pergamon regarded theology as “the power of the Church
above all other diplomatic or economic powers.” He firmly believed that the course of
the Ecumenical Movement depended on theology, as only through a theological
foundation can the divisions of Christianity be healed. The late Metropolitan
formulated truly inspired proposals for the organisation of theological studies and
emphatically proclaimed that openness liberates theology from confessional
narrowness.

Our late brother made a significant contribution to the advancement of

theological dialogue between the Orthodox and Roman Catholic Churches as Co-
President of the relevant Commission and through his “Eucharistic Ecclesiology.” This
ecclesiological perspective, firmly grounded in Scripture, Patristic tradition, and
Systematic theology, provided the foundational basis for the correct understanding of
Synodality and Catholicity in the Church and for approaching the topic of Primacy.
It is in this spirit, that we express Our delight at the invitation this year extended to the
Reverend Rector of the Pontifical University Angelicum, fr. Thomas Joseph White, who
will speak on “Relational Ontology” in Christian Theology in reference to Thomas
Aquinas and the relations between Roman Catholics and Orthodox Christians. We are
confident that the distinguished speaker, who has already, in his work, discussed
Metropolitan John of Pergamon's theological positions—focusing on the theology of
relation and the theme of freedom —will highlight Aquinas’ teachings on this matter,
taking into consideration the perspective of the late Metropolitan of Pergamon, which
can be summarised in the Metropolitan's very own words: “God is one, but He is not
alone... His unity is grounded in the indissoluble relationship of love shared among
the three Persons... Our God is a God of relations.”



In conclusion, we wholeheartedly greet the organisation of this second annual lecture
in memory of Metropolitan John. Bestowing upon the organisers, as well as all
participants, Our Patriarchal blessing, we pray from the Phanar, that Christ our true
God, through the intercessions of His beloved disciple John the Theologian— patron
and protector of our late brother—may grant unto you all our Lord's heavenly gifts.



